
 

Yosemite Backpacking Guide (seasonal) 

—---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Season Dates: May – October | Housing Provided 

Spend the summer in Yosemite leading day hikes to Half Dome and wilderness backpacking 
trips! Join a small guiding business that values professionalism and trust to help clients 
accomplish big goals. Please check out our web page!  

https://www.lamplightersadventuringsociety.com/   

If you love backpacking, are friendly and welcoming (even when exhausted); this job is for you! 

What to Expect 

●​ Lead day hikes and 4-6 day backpacking trips in Yosemite 
●​ Cook meals, wash dishes, set up camp, and manage daily chores and logistics 
●​ Interact with clients to keep them safe, motivated, and supported 
●​ Teach clients about Yosemite’s plants, animals, and history (training included) 
●​ Ensure all Yosemite land-use rules and protocols are followed 
●​ Work solo or with a co-guide to create a fun, professional experience 

Job Requirements: 

●​ Strong backpacking experience (Know your gear and how to navigate the outdoors 
without assistance) 

○​ Day trips are up to 18 miles+carrying emergency gear, customer food, water, etc. 
Overnight trips are usually 7+ miles per day.  

○​ Outdoor leadership experience preferred 
●​ Fit, energetic, and professional (even on long, tiring days) 
●​ Customer Service Experience Preferred 
●​ Wilderness First Responder (WFR) certification required by May 
●​ Personal Backpacking Gear Required: Backpack (At least 75L+), Sleep system 

(sleeping bag, sleeping pad, etc). 

 

 

 

https://www.lamplightersadventuringsociety.com/


 

Pay & Details 

●​ $225 per guiding day 
●​ $125 per prep or clean-up day 
●​ Plus Tips 
●​ Housing provided (outside Yosemite) 
●​ Mileage Reimbursement 
●​ Snacks included for day hikes and backpacking trips 
●​ Meals provided during backpacking trips 

Schedules: 

Training: May 1 – May 22 

Guiding: May 22 – mid-October 

Schedules are typically provided about one week in advance. Flexibility is required, including 
early mornings, late nights, and occasional last-minute trips. 

Benefits! 

●​ Pro deals for big discounts on gear 
●​ Mileage Reimbursement 
●​ Seasonal Housing included 
●​ Opportunities to grow with a small business in Yosemite, Yellowstone, and Alaska 
●​ Work that is challenging, meaningful, and genuinely fun! 

How to Apply 

Email a resume and cover letter to:​
Jesse and Patrick​
📧 LamplightersJobs@gmail.com 

In your cover letter, please answer:​
What qualities or experiences make you a good guide, and what kind of guide do you strive to 
be? 
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